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and Saturdays are considered specially inauspicious. The
most auspicious days are the ganesh chauth in the month of
Manghy Dusahra, and Jan am Ashtami. The Lohanas of Las
Bela prefer tM last ten days of the month of Sanwan.

57.    It  is  the   business of the parents of the lad to look

for a suitable bride for him when
Betrothal or mangnf.         ,                                  .

s            they  think that   the   time    has

come. The father or mother looks out for a girl, and makes
overtures to her parents, and if they have been well-received,
the father fixes an auspicious day in consultation with a
Brahman, and on the appointed day sends the Brahman to
obtain the formal consent of her parents or guardians.
The messenger is well received, the parents of the girl
assemble their kinsfolk, and in their presence present him
with some sweets and a cocoanut (called shagttn). On his
return, the lad's parents assemble their kinsfolk, and the
Brahman presents the lad with the shagun he has brought
from the girl's parents. The assembly offer congratulations
(wadhai), and the betrothal is announced. Sheets are
distributed and small presents are made to the Brahman
and the family guru ; well-to-do people give their kinsfolk
a feast. In Biirkhan after the father or guardian of the
girl has received several offers for her hand, he collects
his near relatives, and discusses with them the merits of the
various youths. When the choice is made, the family Brah-
man is called in, some dried fruit, sweets, and a cocoanut
are placed in a plate (shagun) and the Brahman is directed
to take the shagun to the lad. On the arrival of the Brah-
man, the lad's father collects his kinsfolk, the Brahman
presents the shagun, the sweets and the fruit are distributed
among- those present, and the cocoanut is canefully pre-
servej. It is tied in a red cloth and hung round the young
man's arm or neck during the marriage ceremonies.

The   binding  portion  of the betrothal is the presentation
of the shag-im by the girl's parents to the lad.

In    Las    Bela the   ceremony  is more   elaborate.    The
ladies   of  the  boy's    family   approach   the   girl's   family